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This talk will question the widely held belief that non-GPL loadable kernel modules
do not violate the Linux kernel’s GPL license. Legal experts seem to be of the opin-
ion that binary-only modules do not violate the Linux copyright. The precise status
of binary-only modules remains unclear. Recent technical developments of the Linux
kernel will make these legal arguments moot. Linux kernel developers have developed
new techniques that will in the future exclude binary-only modules. This talk will
analyze what alternatives are available to companies that would like to add non-GPL
functionality to the Linux kernel.
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