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Open Source Software (OSS) has arrived. Everyone has heard, but I believe most
people still don’t understand that a fundamental paradigm shift has occurred that can’t
be understood by our previous software experience. He who will not understand this
major upheaval, will not prosper.

Some points that this lecture will address are:

1. The societal (social) aspects of OSS.

2. OSS is distributed under a very wide spectrum of different licences. These li-
censes grant varied rights and assert restrictions on how they can be used, modi-
fied or distributed. Examples of different licenses will be given. OSS licenses do
not restrict freedom of use, but rather try to maximize it, with varying degrees of
success.

3. Copyright law provides the legal basis of OSS licensing. A novel use of copy-
right law is the ”GNU Public License” (GPL), sometimes called the ”copyleft”.
The ”copyleft” (GPL) license does not restrict use, as do most copyright licenses,
but rather uses copyright to widen the use of the GPL’ed licensed software.

4. Legal challenges to OSS.

5. Paradigm changes create opportunities for those who can recognize them. This
talk will explain why OSS will generate business opportunities that are not avail-
able in the world of proprietary software.
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